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Iowa Library Association 
Twenty-ninth Annual Meeting. 


Date—October 7th to 9th have been 
selected as the dates for the 1919 meet- 
ing of the Iowa Library Association. ° 


Place—As has been announced, 
Waterloo will be the meeting place 
for 1919. Invitations from the Water- 
loo Convention Bureau came too late 
for use with that announcement but its 
cordiality is not lessened by the delay 
in publication. It appears below. 


Headquarters and Meeting Place— 
Hotel Russell-Lamson will be head- 
quarters and all meetings, except that 
on Wednesday evening will be held 
in the ballroom of that hotel. 


Hotel Rates— 
Hotel Russell-Lamson: 

With bath, $1.75, $2.00 and $2.75 per 
individual. 

Without bath, $1.35 and $1.50 per 
individual. 

Without bath, two in a room, $2.50 
and $3.00. 


The Ellis: 
Single room, with bath, $1.55. 
Single room, without bath, $1.25. 
Double room, with bath, $3.00. 
Double room without bath, $2.00. 


New Owenbach: 
Single and double rooms, with bath, 
$1.50. 
Single and double rooms, without 
bath, $1.00. 


Other good smaller hotels will give 
tht same rates and doubtless rooms 
may be secured in private homes for 
moderate prices. For these, write Miss 
Brace in advance. Reservations should 
be made for hotel rooms at the earliest 
possible date. 

Program—The program committee 
is happy to announce an interesting 
program. 

Book discussions have been placed 
at the opening of the sessions, thus 
making sure that they will not be 
crowded out. 


In addition opportunity will be given 
for Round Tables and discussions and 
a profitable meeting is assured. 


Library Boards—Should send their 
librarians and at least one trustee each 
with all expenses paid. 


Membership—The membership fee 
should be paid in advance. If you have 
not done so, send $1.00 at once, to Miss 
Fannie Wolfe, Public Library, Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. 


Publicity Exhibit—Send library post- 
ers, bulletins, signs and other publicity 
material which will be of interest to 
other libraries to Miss Caroline Shaw, 
Hotel Russell-Lamson, Waterloo, to 
reach there not later than October 6th, 
indicating which should be returned 
and which are to be furnished for the 
Exchange Bulletin Collection in charge 
of the Commission. 


Everybody plan to come, come early 
and stay until the close. 





Invitation From Waterloo Convention 
Bureau. 


Waterloo, June 2, 1919, 
Mrs. Irving C. Johnson, President, 
Iowa Library Association, 
Oskaloosa, Iowa. 
My dear Mrs. Johnson: The City of 


Waterloo, through the Waterloo Con- 
vention Bureau, is pleased to have the 


privilege of inviting the Iowa Library 


Association to hold their fall meeting 
in Waterloo. 


Waterloo is so located that it is 
easily reached; hotel facilities are ex- 
cellent, and we are sure that you will 
find the merchants and resjdents of 
Waterloo very hospitable. “You always 
feel at home in Waterloo.” 


The Waterloo Convention Bureau 
will be glad to assist in any way in 
making your meeting here an enjoyable 
one. 

Yours very truly, 
Waterloo Convention Bureau, 


(Signed) A. W. Burch, President: 
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TENTATIVE PROGRAM. 
Tuesday Morning, October 7th 
Registration—Hotel Russell-Lamson. 

(Please register early.) 


Tuesday Afternoon | 

2:30—Address of Welcome—Mr. H. 
M. Reed, President, Board of 
Trustees, Waterloo Public 
Library. 

Response—Mres. Bertha S. Baird, 
Mason City, First Vice Pres- 
ident, Iowa Library Associa- 
tion. 

Reports of officers. 

Report of the Secretary of the 
Iowa Library Commission. 
Miss Julia A. Robinson. 

Address, “The Librarian as an 
Educator,” Miss _ Harriet 
Wood, St. Paul, State Super- 
visor of School Likraries. 


Tuesday Evening 


8:00—Address, “Recollections and 
Impressions of Lowell,” Mr. 
Johnson Brigham, President 
Iowa Library Commission. 


Informal Reception. 


Wednesday Morning, October 8th 
9:00—Book Discussion, Fiction. 
Report of Committee on Certif- 
ication. 
Discussion. 
11:00—Trustees Conference. 


Demonstration of School Story 
Telling, Staff of Waterloo 
Public Library. 


Wednesday Afternoon 
2:00—Book discussion, Children’s 
Books. 


Address, Dr. C. M. Case, State 
University of Iowa, lowa City, 
“The Child and the Book.” 

Round Tables: 


Large Libraries 

Small Libraries 
Assistants 

Children’s Librarians 
College Libraries 
High School Libraries 


Wednesday Evening 


8:00—Play. Compliments of Waterloo 
Drama League. 


Thursday Morning, October 9th 
9:00—Book Discussion. Non-fiction. 

Address, Mr. Frederick G. 
Melcher, vice-president R. R. 
Bowker Company, New York 
City. 

Business Session: 
Report of Committee 
Election of Officers 
Adjournment 





Regrets. 


Keener regrets than those expressed 
in the following letters will be felt by 
the librarians of the state at the in- 
ability of Mr. Butler and Mr. Morley 
to be present and speak at our Water- 
loo meeting. While the letters can in 
no measure compensate for their ab- 
sence, they bear a message to the li- 
brarians which will be greatly appre- 
ciated. 

“August 22, 1919. 
“My dear Miss Robinson: 

“I’m very sorry, but I can’t be at 
Waterloo the first week in October, my 
dates requiring me to be as far west as 
Montana that week. 

“I am mighty disgusted that this 
should be so. I would like to meet the 
Iowa librarians and I know they would 
be, as you say, very responsive to an 
address by an Iowa author. . 

“If anything goes wrong with my 
schedule, so that I can be in Iowa on 
the week you mention, I’ll let you 
know, and you can stick me on the pro- 
gram somewhere as an “extra,” but I’m 
very much afraid it won’t be. 

“Regretfully yours, 
(Signed) “Ellis Parker Butler.” 





“August 25, 1919. 
“My dear Miss Robinson: 

“It is most delightful of you to sug- 
gest that I should address the Iowa Li- 
brary Association at their annual meet- 
ing; but I am very sorry to have to say 
that the routine of work here will make 
it impossible. I regret this keenly, as 
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nothing would be more exhilarating 
than such an adventure. I am hoping 
that some day the millstone will re 
volve at a lesser rate of speed, and I 
will be able to roam about among li- 
braries in the proper Mifflinesque man- 
ner. But, at present, unless you are 
willing to come on hither and do my 
newspaper work for me while I am in 
Waterloo, I don’t see any way of ac- 
complishing what you so_ graciously 
suggest. 

“In the meantime, if it is not pre- 
sumptuous, please let me tell you how 
much I admire the fine work librarians 
are doing these days: I don’t think 
there is any class of workers perform- 
ing such a healthy and_ contributive 
share in the work of our bustling and 
interesting nation. 

“In kindest regards and genuine re- 
gret to have to decline your most gen- 
erous invitation. 

“Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) “Christopher Morley.” 





A Hint. 


Previous to the May meeting of a cer- 
tain library board, the following com- 
munication was sent to the board mem- 
bers: 

“The May meeting of the library 
trustees will be held on Tuesday even- 
ing, May 20th, at eight o’clock. 

“At the April, 1919, meeting, a mo- 
tion was made instructing the librarian 
to look up the attendance of board 
members at regular meetings during 
the year from April, 1918, to April, 
1919. 

“The minutes show that you were ab- 
sent from the following meetings: 

* oe x * . 

“As an interested trusteé, it is ex- 
pected that a better record of attend- 
ance be made during the coming vear. 
In order that the business of the board 
may be legally conducted, we urge you 
to attend regularly or to telephone your 
excuse for absence. 

“Respectfully yours, 
Pandenalenesaiamsiedsend vate: President. 
4 ESCORTS See eee oe Secretary.” 
The desired result was achieved. 


* 


A Look Ahead for the Small Library, 


By C. C. Williamson, New York City _ 


Public Library. 


Read at the League of Library Commissions 
Meeting, Asbury Park, June, 1919. 


Let me confess at once that | venture 
to discuss the problem of the small jj. 
brary only as an onlooker. Though for 
twenty years I have had more or less in- 
timate association with some small }j- 
braries, my professional work has been 
done in one of the two largest libraries 
in the country. My object is therefore to 
try to convey to you who are intimately 
acquainted with the problems of the smai] 
library some of the impressions an out- 
sider has acquired in one way or another 
of its present status and some of his 
guesses as to what are likely to be the 
immediate lines of progress. 


By “small library” I mean, roughly 
speaking, all public library work outside 
of the large cities. Nor is it entirely a 
matter of the size of a city, for some 
fairly large cities have small libaries, and 
vice versa. Perhaps you have read the 
“Portrait of a Village” in a recent issue 
of the Atlantic in which the author says: 
“I am going to venture, while I have the 
courage of my discouragement, a guess 
that the future of civilization and well- 
being of this continent is in the cities, 

It is a bitter thought for the coun- 
try-minded person to be forced to.” My 
impression of the present status of the 
small library in this country borders on 
bitter disappointment to one who would 
like to think that the future of library 
service is in the small institutions that 
come close to the people in their everyday 
lives. If it were not for the exceptions, 
for the bright spots here and there, and 
the signs of something better in the fu- 
ture, I fear that in the “courage of my 
discouragement” I would locate the fu- 
ture of library service entirely in- the 
larger cities. 

Letters come to us from every part of 
the country, as I suppose they do to all 
large libraries, begging for assistance in 
getting access to books which ought to be 
available in every community. Anyone 
who tries to do anything more serious 
than recreational reading outside of the 
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large city, knows how very little help he 
will get from local libraries. The simple 
fact is that only a small per cent of the 

ulation of this country has an oppor- 
tunity to use even the most important 
things in print. If we believe in democ- 
racy and equality of opportunity we must 
look forward to giving everyone an op- 

rtunity to a share, through reading, in 
the culture, experience and knowiedge of 
mankind. If opportunity for religious 
worship were as unevenly distributed as 
access to books, city churches would have 
an unexampled opportunity for mission- 
ary work. 

If we are to look ahead in any practi- 
cal way, we must scrutinize more closely 
the present status of the small library, 
and in doing so perhaps we shall find that 
the fundamental cause of its present low 
estate is the fact of its smallness. Most 
libraries are too small to be administra- 
tively and economically efficient. I know 
that many small libraries indignantly re- 
pudiate this suggestion, and without 
doubt some few of them succeed remark- 
ably well under the circumstances. It 
seems to me that the average small li- 
brary in most states is an anachronism 
and a survival, in a class with the un- 
graded and unsupervised district school ; 
and no one who has not known such 
schools intimately realizes how serious 
an indictment this is. 


The small, independendent and self- 
sufficing library represents a stage of so- 
cial development now definitely belong- 
ing to the past. Historically the small 
collection of books, intrinsically good 
perhaps, but ill-adapted to the tastes and 
needs of the community, and unconnect- 
ed with the resources in books and per- 
sonnel of the larger community, belongs 
with the village shoemaker or wagon- 
maker and many other features of a time 
when social and economic organization 
was far simpler than it can be today. The 
small community in most parts of the 
country no longer aims to be economi- 
cally self-sufficient. My  great-grand- 
father worked in the winter making 


boots and shoes for his neighbors. The 
product was expensive and inferior in 
nearly every way to the machine product 
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of today. Some may lament the passing 
of the simpler stage of economic life, but 
it is gone beyond recall, unless some ig- 
norant attack on the so-called capitalistic 
production succeeds in turning back mo- 
mentarily the wheels of time and reduc- 
ing life again to its primitive forms. 

The attempt of the small community to 
be self-sufficient in library service is just 
as much a relic of the past as the village 
shoemaker actually making shoes in com- 
petition. with modern machinery and fac- 
tory methods. Economic forces auto- 
matically and painlessly eliminated the 
shoemaker, but educational and cultural 
institutions do not so automatically con- 
form to new conditions. Inertia, failure 
to, understand what has happened, a mis- 
taken sense of local pride, combine to 
block the wheels of progress. 

Changes in social, political, industrial 
and economic life usuaily necessitate 
modifications in educational and cultural 
institutions. Great changes have been 
wrought in the educational system, but in 
most places the public library stands 
where it was a generation ago. Small 
public libraries as a rule continue in the 
grooves marked out at the time the li- 
brary movement started. In the mean- 
time a vast evolution has occurred. Read- 
ing for practical purposes connected with 
affairs .of daily life has grown from 
nothing to very great importance. Cheap 
and abundant reading matter, particular- 
ly for recreational needs, in newspapers 
and magazines has made most communi- 
ties independent of the public library for 
“something to read.” While practical co- 
operation with the public schools and 
other public interests and work with chil- 
dren and other special classes, have de- 
veloped in the larger libraries, except in 
a few cases, small libraries have stood 
still. 

On the other hand, since the movement 
began for establishing in every commu- 
nity a separate free library, revolution- 
ary changes have occurred in means of 
transportation and communication. 
Cheap and rapid transportation, parcel 
post, rural mail delivery, automobiles and 
good roads, telephones, etc., have 
wrought great changes in the problems. 





of small communities. A vital library 
movement starting now would take ac- 
count of three factors. Here and there 
a library service has been developed in 
keeping with present-day conditions, but 


- for the most part outside the large cities 


it is a generation behind the times, and 
new libraries are being established as if 
‘nothing had happened. 

‘The present status of the small library, 
as I see it then, with exceptions here and 
there, perhaps, in a few cases almost 
making exception of whole states, is that 
of an institution a generation behind the 
times, untouched by changes which have 
taken place in our economic and social 
life. The indifference of the community 
proves in itself that the library is a dead 
or decadent institution. It will have to 
be made over into an active force in the 
community or disappear. 

One of the most important causes of 
its present condition is a disregard of the 
vital demand of modern life that every 
occupation must be based on fitness and 
skill which is nearly always the product 
of special training. The chief reason the 
small library is so near the discard is 
that it lacks a trained personnel. Perhaps 
we may say that it lacks a trained per- 
sonnel because it is so badly adjusted to 
our social and economic life. I do not 
raise at this moment the question of 
whether it is going to be possible to get 
trained librarians without radically mak- 
ing over the system. 

We have spoken of some changes that 
have already taken place. -Changes of 
great importance in their effect on library 
service will continue to take place. Many 
of them cannot now be anticipated ; per- 
haps some can be. Conditions under 
which the small library, in common with 
all libraries, must operate twenty-five 
years from now, will doubtless be very 
different. While we are striving to 
break the bonds of the past should we 
not alSo seek to sense what the future has 
in store and endeavor to avoid another 
crystallization. We think too little of 
the necessity of flexibility in organiza- 
tion, aims and methods to meet changing 
conditions. 

Trying to forecast what the future 


holds that must be taken into account jp 
planning for library progress, it seems to 
me we can safely assume that: 

(1) Transportation and communica. 
tion will constantly improve, which 
means, among other things, that less and 
less reason will exist for even fairly | 
libraries trying to hold in their own loca} 
collections all the books that are to be 
used in the community at any time. 

(2) All branches of the public service 
must increase in efficiency, because the 
public will demand a full return for the 
expenditure of public money. 

(3) Everybody will be trained for his 
work. A school of instruction for street 
sweepers has already proved its utility, 
Librarians will not be granted an excep. 
tion. 

(4) Specialization of function will re. 
ceive still more emphasis, giving the ben- 
efits of division of labor and requiring a, 
more scientific organization. 

(5) All processes that can be reduced 
to routine will take advantage of the 
economies of large scale operations. 

(6) Illiteracy will practically disap- 
pear, while working hours grow shorter, 
and a larger proportion of the population 
will demand an opportunity to make 
practical use of their ability to read. 

(7) New methods of instruction and 
new avenues of recreation and culture 
will arise, some requiring the co-oeration 
of the library, others competing with it. 

- The library must be flexible in spirit and 
organization. 

(8) We shall know more about the 
formation and control of public opinion 
in a democracy. There is an important 
role for the public library if it can adapt 
itself to the needs of the hour. 

It is a rich opportunity that awaits a 
properly organized library service out: 
side the large cities. Only 3 per cent of 
the population lives in places of more 
than 25,000. In the cities educational 
opportunities are richer and more varied, 
so that the library field is somewhat nar- 
rower than in the smaller community 
where the library is the most practical 
substitute for many agencies which in 
the city work independently of it. Not 
only does it have less competition from 
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other claims on the attention of the peo- 
ple, but it is in a position to mold public 
opinion as the city library is not. 

In every small community there should 
be an opportunity for the trained’ librar- 
jan at least equal to that of the doctor, 
the minister, and the head of the schools. 
Like them she should, given proper con- 
ditions, command the respect and con- 
fidence of the community and be a leader 
in all community enterprises. The li- 
brarian in the small community, provided 
she have. energy, tact, intelligence, and 
human sympathy, may become the friend 
and counsellor of the people. 

I have touched upon the present status 
of the small library, and the opportuni- 
ties awaiting it, as they present them- 
selves to my limited view. If my esti- 
mate is correct there is a great gap be- 
tween performance and opportunity 
which should be a challenge to everyone 
who believes in the social utility of a li- 
brary service. Three needs stand out 
conspicuously—the need of a trained 
personnel, the need of co-operation and 
some degree of centralization, and a 
fundamental need for standards of 
service. 

I have a hope that the training prob- 
lem can be solved by some such plan as 
I shall outline at a later session ofthe 
conference. I get the impression that 
very little training is available for meet- 
ing specifically the larger problems of 
library service in a small community. A 
few commissions are evidently doing 
good work, but I fancy you will agree 
with me that an adequately trained per- 
sonnel for the small library as at present 
organized is either an economic impossi- 
bility or most wasteful. Co-operation be- 
tween libraries and some degree of cen- 
tralization is a prerequisite for efficient 
service at a cost within the reach of small 
communities. The opportunity for genu- 
ine cooperation is probably little realized 
—co-operation in book selection, pur- 
chase, cataloging, classification, binding, 
etc. But none of these is possible with 
wholly untrained and often incompetent 
librarians. 

In the matter of book selection, even 


~ ‘the trained librarian needs more skilled 
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assistance than is now available as a rule. 
It is quite out of the question for one per- 
son in a small part of her time to keep 
abreast of what is published on many 
subjects in such a way as to make a little 
money produce large results. A good 
illustration of the kind of help I should 
think ought to be extended continuously 
to the librarian of the small library, not 
in one subject only but in a large number, 
is found in an article in the current issue 
of Public Libraries, on “Art work that 
can be done in small libraries.” Speak- 
ing of the fact that small libraries do lit- 
tle in art because of the erroneous notion 
that large expenditure for books is neces- 
sary, the author says, “When it 1s not so 
much a collection of books as the libra- 
rian’s interest in the sybject that is need- 
ed, the matter becomes very simple ;” all 
of which is very true, but no librarian can 
make every subject a hobby. We need 
some way of passing on to the rest of us 
the knowledge and experience of the 
hobby rider. 


Now I dare say I have dwelt at too 
great length on some well-known prob- 
lems and difficulties that face the small li- 
brary. Perhaps I have succeeded in giving 
the impression that I am wholly unaware 
that anybody has ever before thought of 
these things or been striving to find a way 
out. Of course I know full well that 
each of the commissions in the League is 
endeavoring, with every means at its 
command, to help the small libraries by 
bringing them together in some kind of 
co-operative system, to offset some of the 
advantages of the small unrelated library, 
to promote professional spirit and train- 
ing and to set standards of efficiency. Of 
course, also I know something about the 
county system which is so well adapted 
to solve many of the problems of the 
small library. 


When I speak of the need of co-opera- 
tion and centralization as the great de- 
sideratus, I am thinking of the commis- 
sions and county work. It seems to me 
we should look forward to giving the 
state library commissions much larger 
authority than any of them now possess 
and much greater financial support. I 
fancy we may face an uphill task in 
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bringing local boards and librarians to 
realize that their opportunity for useful- 
ness depends to a great extent on giv- 
ing up some of their precious indepen- 
dence. If they could see the situation as 
an outsider sees it, the small libraries in 
every state would become ardent cham- 
pions of county systems and strong com- 
missions, instead of looking with suspi- 
cion and jealousy on what seems to them 
an unwarranted encroachment on_ local 
autonomy. 


The outlook for small libraries seems 
so entirely dependent on the work of 
commissions, county systems, and im- 
proved state laws, that mere entightened 
self-interest ought to lead them to or- 
ganize a movement for library extension 
that would convince members of the leg- 
islatures of its vital importance. I fear 
that, too often, however, iegislators get 
the wrong kind of impression from at- 
tempts to strengthen commission work. 
On the one hand, the commission, not 
being sufficiently distinguished from the 
more politically minded state bodies, is 
suspected of desiring merely to extend its 
power for selfish reasons. On the other 
hand, the indifference or hostility of local 
library interests makes it perfectly safe 
for legislatures to withhold their aid. 
With taxpayer, politician and local influ- 
ences against them, progressive library 
measures have little chance. We cherish 
the thought that library commissions are 
not in politics and doubtless in most cases 
they are not, of their own volition, but it 
has seemed to me they are the victims of 
a situation which is primarily political. 

If the actual situation is at all as I im- 
agine it to be, it is the most urgent duty 
of the League of Library Commissions 
and of the A. L. A. to organize a couri- 
try-wide library propaganda. As to the 
form and methods of such propaganda, 
I am not rash enough to dogmatize, but 
since in this “look ahead” a liberal dose 
of speculation may be in order, I would 
suggest that none of our professional or- 
ganizations, state or national, is fitted to 
take the leadership. I have a notion that 
in every state is needed a strong organi- 
zation of prominent laymen who thor- 
oughly understand the librarv problem in 


its larger aspects and who wili work 
hand in hand with the profession in put- 
ting the library system of the state on an 
efficient basis. It will require skill and 


tact on the part of the professional li- 


brarians to engineer such an organization 
into activity, but I see no insuperable dif- 
ficulty. 


Since I know of no such organization, 
perhaps I can illustrate what I have in 
mind by citing the Civil Service Reform 
League in New York State. There is a 
body of substantial citizens, lawyers and 
business men, men and women prominent 
in various walks of life, who make it a 
serious business to protect and promote 
the merit system in public office. It 
watches legislation and administrative 
officials with an eagle eye. Its state- 
ments carry far more weight than would 
the protests or recommendations of the 
civil service employees, because, for one 
thing, no one suspects the League of act- 
ing from ulterior motives. I must not 
take the time to enlarge upon this sugges- 
tion. Underlying it is the fundamental 
idea that extensions and improvements 
in any branch of the public service do not 
originate in legislative or official bodies 
nor, as a rule, in the ranks of the em- 
ployees who conduct the service which 
needs to be reorganized and extended, 
but in some organized movement of 
public spirited citizens. I believe it will 
be found that this principle holds in re- 
spect to nearly all kinds of educational 
and developmental work. I believe we 
have no such organizations anywhere 
ready to use every legitimate means to 
secure a modern and efficient library 
service throughout the state. 

In what I have just been saying I have 
had in mind particularly those states that 
have made some beginning at least to- 
wards solving the problem of the small 
and rural library. Much more discour- 
aging of course is the situation izi a large 
number of states where extensicn work 
is entirely lacking. Here, too, it seems 


to me the first step must be to organize . 


also into some sort of public library asso- 
ciation all the influential citizens who can 
be interested in library extension. The 


main difference between such an organi- © 
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zation in the backward and the more pro- 

essive state is that in the backward 
state the primary and immediate object 
would not be to secure legislation, but to 
educate the people of the state to the 
meaning of library service. Through the 
moral and material support which can be 
mustered within and without the state, 
such an association could unofficially 
function in many respects as a library 
commission, co-ordinating such local 
activities as exist, operating traveling 
libraries, and conducting an educational 
campaign designed to bring the local 
communties to the point of being willing 
to vote taxes and support state legisla- 
tion. In other words, I visualize the 
backward state as a kind of mandatory 
in charge of the voluntary organization 
until such time as it is ready to take its 
place as a member of the League. 

And this leads me finally to one more 
speculation as to what the future may 
hold for the small library interests which 
I think of as identical with the work of 
the commissions. Has the League ever 
considered the feasibility of setting up 
minimum standards for commission 
work and according some speciai recog- 
nition to the states that maintain such 
standards? We think at once of the ac- 
credited library schools as a similar de- 
vice. My thought is that certain most 
salutary results might follow formal rec- 
ognition of the excellent work being 
done by some of the commissions. Might 
it not save them from being forced to 
take backward steps at times? Might it 
not re-enforce the efforts being put forth 
in those states which have inadequate 
laws? It seems to me that perhaps in the 
first flush of enthusiasm for pubiicity we 
are in danger of relying upon it over- 
much. Publicity of a high order will be 
required, but do we not in addition need 
to set up definite standards of achieve- 
ment? Publicity for liberty and victory 
loans, book funds, etc., would have 
failed wtihout definite quotas for states 
and communities—i. e., without definite 
standards of achievement which stimu- 
late endeavor and arouse local pride. 
Definite standards of attainment repre- 


sent a fundamental psychological prin- 
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ciple which has too small a place in li- 
brary organization and administration. 

I do not know of course whether the 
League would feel able to standardize its 
own membership or whether it would 
prefer to have the standards fixed by, 
and their application entrusted in part to, 
some detached body, such as the A. L. A. 
Let us hope, however, that we do not 
have to look too far ahead for the time 
when we can say that this state or that is 
meeting the recognized professional stan- 
dard. 


Sooner or later, and of course as soon 
as possible, the up-to-standard commis- 
sion should be in a position to apply min- 
imum standards to all local library ac- 
tivities. | cannot omit to express the Le- 
lief that we must look forward to such 
standardization and make it one of our 
principal objects of endeavor, but that 
is a very large subject which I have 
neither the detailed information or time 
at present to discuss. The little that I 
do know about the problem of stand- 
ardization strengthens my belief that 
when we come to attack it, it will not 
be found so difficult as we may now 
imagine. In this optimistic view I am 
encouraged by what Mr. Sanborn 
writes in the July Library Journal: 
“Judging from an acquaintance with 
many librarians and as many library trus- 
tees, I feel safe in saying that practically 
everyone of them has an honest pride in 
his own library and a desire to see it bet- 
ter than any other in its class.” 





Second Asbury Park Meeting of the 
A. L. A. 

For reasons good and sufficient to 
the Executive Board of the A. L. A. 
and satisfactory to those in attendance 
the A. L. A. Conference for 1919 was 
held at Asbury Park, the meeting place 
of 1916. 

The attendance fell below the pre- 
vious meeting and the weather was not 
all that could be desired but the pro- 
gram was excellent and the interest 
good. 

The subjects were arranged to fur- 
nish (1) a glance backward over library 
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war work about closing (2) a survey of 
present conditions and (3) a forward 
look on the problem facing the libraries 


‘and methods for meeting those prob- 


lems. 

Speakers under the first heading were 
army and navy men who gave their 
impressions of the work of the A. L. A. 
in camp and ship board and the reports 
of the various committees and _libra- 
rians engaged in camp library work. 

Under the second, came the discus- 
sions on salaries and service including 
the dramatic incidents connected with 
the efforts of the New York library 
union to secure recognition and the 
passage of a resolution regarding sal- 
aries of women. 

The future of library work in Amer- 
ica was taken up in papers on “The 
Library’s Task in Reconstruction,” 
“School Libraries of the Next Decade,” 
and “Reaching All Classes of the Com- 
munity.” 

Among constructive acts of the con- 
ference were the action regarding 
changes in the constitution, appoint- 
ment of a committee to consider Dr. 
Williamson’s paper on certification and 
the resolution endorsing Judge Town- 
er’s bill creating a Department of Edu- 
cation in the Cabinet which was pre- 
sented by Miss Tyler. 





Use of Print. 


The publication of a daily paper dur- 
ing the conference was the best piece 
of publicity work ever inaugurated by 
the A. L. A., since it was not only 
available to those in attendance but car- 
ried a message from the meeting to 
litrarians at home being mailed to 
every librarian in the country. We trust 
that it was as eagerly read by Iowa li- 
brarians as it was by Iowa representa- 
tives at Asbury Park, not only there 
but after their return when a subse- 
quent reading brought more vividly to 
mind papers and incidents than any 
account of other meetings has ever 
done. 

The “newsboys” who startled the 
western party with their cry of “Ex- 
tras” on the train at Seagirt, and whose 





morning rounds in the dining room en- 
livened the breakfast hour, gave the 
proper newspaper touch to its distribu- 
tion and added to the enjoymenrit of its 
reception. 





Iowa Luncheon at Asbury Park, 

The annual gathering of Iowa li- 
brarians at the A. L. A. took place 
Wednesday noon, June 25th, at which 
time thirty librarians at present or 
formerly employed in Iowa, lunched 
together. 

A message was sent by the librarians 
present to Mr. Brigham whose absence 
was a matter of much regret. “Greet- 
ings to the dean of Iowa librarians from 
thirty Iowa librarians, past and pres- 
ent, at Asbury Park assembled.” 

Those in attendance from Iowa li- 
braries were as follows: 


Miss Ione Armstrong, Council Bluffs, ’ 


Mr. and Mrs. Forrest B. Spaulding, 
Des Moines. 

Miss Vera Dixon, Ames. 

Miss Julia A. Robinson, Des Moines. 

Miss Elizabeth Lilly, Burlington. 

Those formerly in lowa were: 

Miss Alice Tyler, Miss Margaret 
Brown, Miss Reba Davis, Miss Mary 
Marks, Miss Ruth Willard and Miss 
Hazel Clark, connected with the Iowa 
Library Commission. 

Annie Carroll Moore, instructor Iowa 
Summer Library School, 

Miss Miriam E. Carey, supervising 
librarian State Institutions. 

Mr. Malcolm Wyer and Miss Grace 
Switzer, University Library, Iowa City. 

Miss Marilla W. Freeman, Leila 
Kammerer and Lydia Barrett, Daven- 
port. 

Miss Mary E. Wheelock and Miss 
Grace Hill, Grinnell. 

Miss Helen Heezen, Burlington. 

Miss Rumana McManis, Council 
Bluffs. 

Miss Bessie Sargeant Smith, Dw 
buque. 

Miss Ellen True, Onawa. 

Miss Linn Jones, Sioux City. 

Miss Betty Pritchett, State College 
of Agriculture, Ames. 

Miss Ethel Shields, State Teachers 
College, Cedar Falls. 
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Miss Harriet King Avery, Tabor Col- 
lege, Tabor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carr of Scranton, Pa., 
born in Iowa, are always welcomed 
guests on these occasions. 





Resolution on Salaries. 


Adopted by the American Library 
Association, June 27, 1919. 

Wuereas, Investigations made by 
some of the. most prominent members 
of the American Library Association 
have shown that salaries paid to library 
workers in the United States are inade- 
quate to meet living expenses, and to 
compensate for the value of the services 
rendered, and 

Wuereas, The only way to meet the 
natural demand under present condi- 
tions, for higher salaries for library 
workers, is to secure increased appro- 
priations ; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the American Library 
Association strongly urge all governing 
or legislative bodies, federal, state, 
county, city, town or village to increase 
the appropriations for library salaries, 
in order to retain in the library service 
library workers who are forced by sheer 
necessity into other fields where the 
compensation constitutes a just return 
for scholarship and professional train- 
ing, and, further be it | | 

Resolved, That the American Library 
Association take every available means 
to give this resolution the widest 
publicity especially among those con- 
trolling appropriations for library sal- 
aries. 
Attest: George B. Utley, 

Executive Secretary. 





A General Plan of Certification. 


That the scheme of certification for 
Iowa, outlined in the last issue of the 
Quarterly, is in line with the general 
trend of library thought is evidenced by a 
paper by Dr. C. C. Williamson of the 
New York Public Library on “Some 
Present-day Aspects of the Library 
Training Problem” presented before 
one of the General Sessions of the A. 
L. A. This paper will appear in an 
early issue of the Library Journal and 


we trust it will be read by every li- 
brarian in the state. The Library Com- 
mission will be glad to loan copies to 
librarians where this periodical is not 
taken. ‘ ‘ 

Dr. Williamson’s recommendations . 
include the establishment of an A. L. 
A. Training Board with a plan of 
standards and certification for properly 
qualified persons. This board would 
be analogous to the A. L. A. Publica- 
tion Board with a proper number of 
representatives from _ the library 
schools, training classes, state library 
commissions and practical librarians, 
with an executive officer and necessary 
clerical help. 

The Training Board would take its 
place at the center and its duties would 
be to form a standard of grading for 
professional library work and for the 
higher grades of clerical work. It 
would keep in close co-operation with 
the schools and training classes. 

As will plainly be seen, such a board 
would be far better than to leave to 
each state a plan of standardization and 
certification of its own as it would give 
a uniformity of standards and allow 
freedom of movement from one state: 
to another. It would also solve the 
problem of civil service and protect li- 
brarians and libraries. 

The paper was very favorably re- 
ceived and a resolution adopted re- 
questing consideration and action by 
the A. L. A. Executive Board. 

‘This should serve to emphasize and 
crystallize our plans that we may be 
ready to co-operate in the large plan 
when formulated. Dr. Williamson 
writes in a recent letter: “The protlem 
of certification seems to me so vitally 
important that the possibility of putting 
into effect some scheme that will cover 
the entire country should not prevent 
any state or local organization from 
pushing ahead as strongly as possible 
with any plans that have already been 
made.” 

An addition to the reading list on 
this subject. given last month will be 
found in the August number of the 
Library Journa!. nage 510, “A Suggested 
Salary Schedule.” 
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Andrew Carnegie’s Gift to Iowa. 


The passing of Andrew Carnegie on 
August llth is a reminder of lowa’s 
debt to the giver of libraries for his 
generosity to our state. 


This is represented by one hundred 
public library and seven college build- 
ings, totaling.in cost $1,709,000. To 
these may be added the library building 
at Camp Dodge, costing $10,000, also 
the gift of Mr. Carnegie. The public 
library buildings range in value from 
$3,800, at Laurens, said to be the small- 
est Carnegie building in the country, 
to $100,000, given to Dubuque. They 
are located in towns varying in popula- 
tion from 800, at Alden, to 61,000 at 
Sioux City. 


The first Carnegie building in the 
state was secured for Fairfield in 1893 
through the efforts of Sen. James L. 
Wilson. This was also the first Car- 
negie building west of the Allegheny 
river and was given before the condi- 
tions were made requiring the guaran- 
tee of a maintenance fund of one- 
tenth of the amount of the gift. The lat- 
est buildings were erected at Corydon 
and Montezuma, costing $8,000 each, 
and at Hamburg, costing $9,000. Two 
other towns, Harlan and Logan, have 
had the assurance of gifts but the 
buildings have been delayed. At the 
present time, no gifts are being made. 


That all the Carnegie libraries might 
join in a common observance of his 
death, and a recognition of his gifts to 
the state, the secretary of the commis- 
sion suggested that flags should fly at 
half mast from the library buildings for 
a week from the day of his death ané 
that newspaper notice of this be made 
with an account of the gifts for and the 
erection of the library buildings. 


We trust that this was done and that 
in unison the Carnegie buildings of 
Iowa bore tribute to the gifts which 
made them possible and their respect 
for their giver. Many libraries were 
also closed at the hour of the funeral ; 
others placed in their minutes resolu- 
tions of respect and appreciation. 





Iowa Library Summer School. 


The session of 1919, of the lowa Sum- 
mer Library School, was a most satis- 
factory one. The class, numbering 
twenty-eight, was alert, attentive, eager 
to learn and appreciative of all the aid 
that was given them. 

In addition to the instructors named 
in an earlier issue of the Quarterly, the 
faculty consisted of Miss Blanche 
Hawks of Penn College Library, who 
taught cataloging and _ classification, 
and Miss Clara Abernethy, who gave 
the minor branch and did the revising. 

Special lectures were given as fol- 
lows: 

Prof. E. E. Lewis, Re-education of 
the Disabled Soldier. 

Dr. B. F. Shambaugh, The State His- 
torical Society of Iowa. 

Miss Grace D. Rose, Library Pub- 
licity. 

Mr. Forrest B. Spaulding, Modern 
Poetry, Report on A. L. A. 

Miss Eleanor M. Fawcett, The Trav- 
eling Library of Iowa. 

Mrs. Eva M. Page, Reference Work 
Done by the Iowa Library Commission. 

Miss Emma Boyer, Organization of 
the Small Library. 

Prof. Ellsworth Faris, The Child 
Welfare Research Station of Iowa. 

Mrs. Bertha Baird, Library Work 
With Schools in Mason City. 

Miss Louise Cottrell, the Library’s 
Relation to Red Cross Home Service 
Work. 

Prof. Ruth Wardall, The Thrift Cam- 
paign. 

Miss Elizabeth Burnside of Oska- 
loosa was a guest of the school and 
made a fine inspirational talk. 

Miss Robinson also spoke on certif- 
ication as well as giving her course on 
library administration. 

The members of the class were: 

Elizabeth Andreae, Librarian, Es- 
therville Public Library. 

Mrs. Evelyn Spancer Bray, Assist- 
ant, Grinnell Public Library. 

Lillian E. Evans, Brookings, S. D.. 
Public Library. 

Letha M. Davidson, Librarian, Ham- 
burg Public Library. 
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Bessie S. Davis, Assistant, Waterloo 
Public Library. 

Bessie Fensler, Librarian, 
Valley Public Library. 

Harriet Foster, Librarian, Clarinda 
Public Library. 

Ida B. Gordon, Librarian, 
zuma Public Library. 

Lenna M. Huffman, Librarian, Mar- 
jon Public Library. 

Florence Inghram, Children’s Li- 
brarian, Marshalltown Public Library. 

Ethel E. Jenkins, Assistant, Des 
Moines Public Library. 

Mrs. J. Victoria Johnston, Gustavus 
Adolphus College, St. Peter, Minn. 

Lillian F. Kilburn, Assistant, Oska- 
loosa Public Library. 

Ora Francis King, High School Li- 
brary, Mitchell, So. Dak. 

Violet E. Lambert, University Li- 
brary, Vermillion, So. Dak. 

Virginia Lewis, Assistant, Sioux City 
Public Library. 

Mary Elizabeth McCoy, 
Indianola Public Library. 

Sara McMaster, Librarian, Bedford 
Public Library. 

Mrs. Gertrude Nelson, 
Audubon Public Library. 

Mildred B. Othmer, High School Li- 
brary, Omaha, Nebr. 

Mrs. Francesca Raney, 
Marengo Public Library. 

Gertrude E. Rew, Librarian, Corydon 
Public Library. 

Marjorie Smith, Public 
Rapid City, S. D. 

Leila M. Stickles, Public Library Red 
Wing, Minn. 

Florence E. Tate, Assistant, Water- 
loo Public Library. 


Mayme G. Walters, Assistant, Tipton 
Public Library. 

Special—Miss Ainslee Law, Libra- 
rian Public Library Traer. 

Mrs. Mary Yakish. 


Missouri 


Monte- 


Librarian, 


Librarian, 


Librarian, 


Library 








Mrs. Howe Reappointed. 


Mrs. H. J. Howe, a member of the 
Iowa Library Commission since 1904, 
was reappointed by Gov. Harding for 
her fourth term on July Ist. 


State Fair Commission Exhibit. 


An exhibit of books and material 
available for school use was held this 
year in connection with the rural 
school exhibits in the Exposition Build- 
ing at the State Fair and attracted 
much interest and many inquiries 
which will result without doubt in plac- 
ing books in many schools not hereto- 
fore borrowing from the Traveling Li- 
brary. 

This was in addition to the regular 
exhibit in the Commission room in the 
Women and Children’s’ Building 
which has become a regular department 
in that building. 

On one wall of this room was dis- 
played attractive posters made in the 
Davenport, Mason City and Waterloo 
libraries, views of recent Carnegie 
buildings with a picture of Mr. Car- 
negie and a statement of his gifts to 
Iowa. 

The rest of the room was devoted to 
a display of books on various subjects - 
available through the Traveling ‘Li- 
brary, new, general and juvenile fixed 
groups and posters calling attention to 
them. 

Many interested visitors filled the 
rooms each day of the fair and not 
only Traveling Library work but it is 
hoped library sentiment in the state 
was stimulated. 


Next year it is planned to hold a Li- 
brary Trustees’ Conference in connec- 
tion with this exhibit, with a good 
speaker and opportunity for consulta- 
tion on library problems and it is hoped 
that trustees expecting to attend the 
Fair will plan to do so on that day, 
and that it may attract others not here- 
tofore attending. ' 





Beauty Spots of Iowa. 


A duplicate collection of the exhibit 
of the “Beauty Spots of Iowa” shown 
at the Biennial of the Iowa Federation 
of Women’s Clubs at Ames, in June. is 
being made by the Library Commission 
and will soon be available to borrowers 
as a traveling picture exhibit. The only 
cost will be transportation charges. 
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Book and Money Collections For Camp 
Libraries. 


A brief final report of the work done 
by Iowa libraries for camp library work 
may not be amiss at this time. 

‘his work, as reported by Miss Rob- 
inson, state agent to the A. L. A. Head- 
quarters, is as follows: 





Financial Campaign ............ $35,567.50 
Book Collection: 
TTT a 34,100 
Second Drive ...........:.... 113,682 
TE OG icsectniercicsies 12,342 
|” ae ee 160,124 


Of these books Camp Dodge re- 


‘ ceived 60,967 and 42,596 were sent to 


different points for shipment overseas. 
The balance were sent to Fort Des 
Moines, Camps Bowie, Cody, Logan, 
MacArthur and Shelby, Iowa City, S. 
A. T..C. at State University of Lowa, 
and Kelley Field with a few to other 
places. 

Association and college libraries, 
Women’s Clubs, P. E. O. chapters and 
other organizations assisted the libra- 
ries in this work, and are deserving of 
thanks for their help. 

It is a matter of regret to note in the 
list of donations received from the dif- 
ferent libraries that six libraries are 
conspicuous as having given no help, 
with either books or money. One of 
these was a very small town, four ap- 
proximately one thousand in population 
and one two thousand. 

Service is the incentive of library 
work and a library, like an individual, 
whose acts are self centered, is failing 
to understand the secret of successful 
existence. 





Exchange Bulletin Collection. 


The Iowa Library Commission is 
proposing to establish an Exchange 
Bulletin Collection to be. made up of 
attractive posters, bulletins, signs, 
etc., made in the different libraries 
which: they are willing to leave with 
the Commission for loaning to other li- 
braries. 

The making of a good bulletin takes 
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time as well as talent and, after its use 
at home, should be placed at the dis- 
posal of others, and an exchange of this 
kind will make available to all the li- 
braries the posters made in all the li- 
braries, thus tending to decrease the 
work and increase the number of post- 
ers in use. 

Will librarians who are willing to co- 
operate in such a plan, write to the 
commission and ‘indicate in sending 
their material to Waterloo what shall 
come to the commission for this pur- 
pose? 

The Exchange Bulletin Collection 
will be in charge of Miss Caroline 
Shaw, organizer with the commission, 
It will be increased by bulletins made 
in the commission office also. 





Beware of Book Agents. 


An article on “Book Agents,” ap- 
peared in Public Libraries, for June, 
1918, and is a letter written by a li- 
brarian to his constituents on the sub- 
ject of buying books for the home. It 
does not deal with the question of book 
selection nor whether books should be 
bought for the home, but is simply a 
warning against buying books from 
agents. It is not wise, it is not eco- 
nomical. 

If it is a mistake for an individual to 
purchase books for private use from 
agents, it is a crime for librarians to 
buy them from such a source with pub- 
lic funds. Some librarians in North 
Carolina, it seems, are still doing this, 
and to them we recommend a careful 
reading of this article. In some cases 
the trustees or the book committee and 
not the librarian is responsible for the 
continuance of this practice. The 
thoughtful librarian will see that they 
likewise read it and in the future when 
the question of buying from agents 


arises will suggest that before purchase . 


is made they write to the Library Com- 
mission as to the value of the work 
and the price quoted. 
—From North Carolina Library Bulletin, 
March and June, 1919. 
This advice is equally good for Iowa 
librarians. 








{jj | Library News of the State 





Ames—State College—Miss Bernice 
Langfitt and Miss Nellie Shaw, both 

aduates in June from Grinnell Col- 
lege, have been made assistants in the 
college library. 


Ames—Public Library — Increased 
deniands on the library have necessi- 
tated the opening of the building for 
the entire day. Miss Katherine Terrill 
will become reference assistant, devot- 
ing her mornings to work at the high 
school. Miss Myrtle Reed of Des 
Moines has been selected to take charge 
of the circulation department. 


Centerville— Miss Anna Gertrude 
Gault has resigned her position at the 
Drake Library to accept a. business 
position in Chicago. Miss Gault was a 
member of the class of 1918 of the lowa 
Summer Library School and has served 
as librarian of Drake Library for two 
years. 


Cherokee—An informal reception to 
the teachers of the Cherokee schools 
was given at the library by the library 
board on the evening of September 5th. 
The parents of the city were invited to 
meet the teachers for the coming year, 
many of whom were strangers. 


Clinton—With the closing of the 
War Camp Community Service office, 
the files of soldiers and sailors ‘from 
,Clinton County there collected will be 
transferred to the library where they 
will become a part of the permanent 
records. 


Davenport—High School— Miss 
Harriette Sessions, librarian for the 
past two years of the Davenport High 
School, was married September 3rd to 
Mr. Earle A. Andrews, of Chicago. 
Mrs. Andrews is a graduate of Pratt 
Institute Library School and in addi- 
tion to serving in the public and high 
school libraries of Davenport, was an 
assistant for several years in the li- 
brary of the State College of Agricul- 
tureat Ames. Mr. and Mrs. Andrews 
will reside in Chicago. 


Audubon—On account of ill health, 
Mrs. Laura Delahoyd has been com- 
pelled to resign her position as librarian 
and Mrs. Gertrude Nelson has_ been © 
elected to fill her place. In preparation 
for her work, Mrs. Nelson took the 
course in library training at the Iowa 
Summer School. 

Cedar Rapids—Miss Alice Axtell of 
Indianola, a graduate in June from 
Western Reserve University Library 
School, has become an assistant in the 
juvenile and school departments of the 
library. 

Corydon—Dedicatory exercises of 
the new Carnegie building were held 
June 20th with a brief program at the 
Methodist Church followed by a re- 
ception at the library. Mr. H. B. Brace- 
well is president and Mrs. H. K. Evans 
is secretary of the board and Miss Ger- 
trude Rew is librarian. . 

Council Bluffs—Miss Ione Arm- 
strong who has filled the position of 
librarian with exceptional ability for 
the past six years has resigned to the 
great regret of library board and pa- 
trons of the library, Miss Cora Hen- 
dee,' first assistant, has been elected 
librarian. During the six months of 
Miss Armstrong’s absence in Camp Li- 
brary work, Miss Hendee has very ac- 
ceptably served as acting librarian. 

Miss Mary Ayres, branch children’s 
librarian in the New York City system, 
has been selected as children’s librarian 
to take the place of Miss Katherine B. 
Harrison who is leaving. 

Davenport—Miss Lolita Dawson has 
resigned from the staff of the public 


. library to attend Western Reserve Uni- 


versity Library School the coming 
year. The position thus made vacant 
will be filled by Miss Alida Hutchin- 
son, a graduate of Pratt Institute Li- 
brary School, and recently employed at 
the A. L. A. Dispatch Office, Charles- 
ton, S.-C. 

Des Moines—Library Commission— 
Miss Eunice Cooper who has served 
the Commission and the libraries of the 
State very successfully for the past 
year as organizer has resigned to com- 
plete her college work at the Ohio State 
University. Miss Caroline Shaw, a 
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graduate of the Wisconsin Library 
School and librarian of the Marshfield, 
Wisconsin, Public Library, has been se- 
lected as her successor. 

Fort Des Moines—The Hospital Li- 
brary recently received a gift of one 
hundred volumes from the Yale Uni- 
versity Press in memory of various 
Yale men who gave their lives in the 
recent war. Each book has a book 
plate bearing the name of some fallen 
Yale man. Fort Des Moines was one of 
fourteen hospitals selected to receive 
such a memorial library. The collec- 
tion includes literature, history, current 
topics and other classics. 

Grinnell—Miss Florence Fisher of 
Des Muines_ has been selected as li- 
brarian of the Stewart Library and be- 
gan her work July Ist. Miss Fisher is 
a graduate of Wisconsin Library School 
and has served in the libraries at Eau 
Claire, Wisconsin, and at Billings, 
Montana, since leaying school. 


Mason City—Miss Mary Rains, the 
very successful head of the children’s 
department for several years, has re- 
signed to take a position in the chil- 
dren’s department of the Cleveland 
Public Library. Miss Ruth Dunmorre 
of Binghampton, N. Y., a graduate of 
the Carnegie Library School, has been 
selected to succeed Miss Rains. 

An experiment is being tried in 
publishing a paid advertisement in the 
local paper once a week. A painted 
adaptation of the last A. L. A. poster 
has been placed on the large bill board 
in the center of town which was used 


by the city for liberty loan campaigns . 


and other purposes. Its use is now do- 
nated to the library which bears the 
expense of the painting. 

Mount Ayr—Miss Eleanor Welch 
has resigned her position as librarian 
to enter the Library School of State 
University of New York and Mrs. 
Luella Tidrick has been employed to 
succeed Miss Welch on September Ist. 


Oelwein—Mrs. Charlotte Bryant has 
been elected librarian to succeed Miss 
C. Arabella Woods who recently re- 
signed. Mrs. Bryant was librarian at 
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Newton for a number of years but has _ 
been taking a much needed rest. 


Pella—The library board has ac 
cepted the resignation of Miss Leona 
Reuvers, librarian, and elected Miss 
Cornelia Rysburger to succeed her, 


Sioux City—Miss Nora H. Giele, qa 
graduate of the New York Public Li- 
brary in 1907, and of the Carnegie’ 
Library School in 1910, has joined the 
staff as children’s librarian. Her ex. 
perience covers children’s work in New 
Castle, Pennsylvania, and Superior, 
Wisconsin. 

A hospital service has been added to 
the Sioux City Library which will be 
operated under the direction of Miss 
Rose O’Connor, who will visit the 
wards of the city hospitals, read to the 
patients and help in their selection of 
books. 


Toledo—At an election on August 
4th, the question of the establishment 
of a Free Public Library was carried 
with a good majority, every woman 
who voted voting “yes.” 


- 


Waterloo—Miss Marguerite Abele 
of the Wisconsin Library School, Miss 
Nellie Homes of the Western Reserve 
Library School, Miss Mary Isherwood 
of St. Louis Public Library School, all 
of this year’s classes, and Mrs. Louise 
B. Edwards of the lowa Summer School 
of 1907, have been appointed to the 
staff of the Public Library. 


West Liberty—Mrs. Eva Ball who 
has filled the position of librarian fora : 
number of years has resigned to ac-— 
company her daughter to Cedar Rapids. 
Mrs. Adalade Stober will take her place. 





Biennial Breakfast. 


A breakfast for librarians and library 
trustees was held in connection with 
the Biennial of the Iowa Federation of 
Women’s Clubs at Ames in June. The 
party included the retiring and incom- 
ing presidents, Mrs. John W. Watzek 
and Mrs. Henry W. Spaulding, both of 
whom are trustees of libraries in their 
home cities. 
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